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onto the corresponding plane, as seen from a 
plurality of points on a hologram forming sur- 
face. In order to electronically produce a holog- 
ram, a phase distribution at the hologram 
forming surface is calculated from the 2- 
dimensional images of each object structure. 
The calculated phase distribution is reproduced 
on a liquid crystal display or the like. A refer- 
ence light is irradiated onto the phase distribu- 
tion and is converted into an optical wave front, 
thereby to display a solid image. In order to 
form a hologram on a hologram recording 
medium, each of the 2-dimensional images are 
exposed on a dry plate at a location corre- 
sponding to the location on said hologram 
forming surface from which the image was 
viewed. 
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The present invention relates to an apparatus and a method for providing a stereoscopic hologram display 
and to a method for forming such a display. 

A stereoscopic display is a display for enabling a depth and a thickness of a 3-dimensional object to be 
visually understood. Such a stereoscopic display is largely demanded in the display of structure designed by 
5 a CAD or the like, the display of medical images, or the like. A solid image is impressive as compared with a 
2-dimensional display and is also used in a display for amusement in an amusement park, a movie, or the like. 

Hitherto, various kinds of methods have already been proposed with respect to the stereoscopic display. 
There is a hologram as a stereoscopic display which can see a solid image without putting special glasses. 
According to the hologram, an object image is recorded by using the interference operation of the light. With 
10 regard to a still object, a color hologram having an enough depth feeling has already been manufactured. 

As a method of stereoscopically displaying a virtual object having a 3-dimensional structure formed by 
the CAD or the like, there is a computer graphics (CG) method. The computer graphics method relates to a 
technique for calculating a 2-dimensional image when a target is seen from a predetermined direction and for 
expressing it with a reality in consideration of the reflection or shadow of the light. However, since the computer 
15 graphics show a 2-dimensional image, a stereoscopic feeling is insufficient. 

An image having a stereoscopic feeling can be displayed by a holographic stereogram method whereby 
2-dimensional images which are obtained by seeing an object from various directions on the basis of the 2- 
dimensional image by the computer graphics are sequentially recorded into stripe-like regions each having a 
microwidth in the horizontal direction and a width of the screen in the vertical direction by the holographic ex- 
20 posure. 

According to the conventional holographic stereogram method, however, the 2-dimensional image is fun- 
damentally seen and the plane with which a focal point of the eyes coincides doesn't coincide with the position 
of the image which is seen by the parallax of both eyes and recognized. Therefore, it is hard to see the image 
and such a state becomes a cause of fatigue. Particularly, in case of displaying a deep image, a burden on 
25 the eyes increases and such a stereoscopic display is unpreferable. The conventional hologram is inconvenient 
as a stereoscopic display system because it is recorded on a film-like medium and it takes a time to perform 
a developing process. Further, the display contents cannot be rewritten. 

According to a first aspect of the invention, stereoscopic display method and apparatus of a hologram 
which can perform a natural stereoscopic display on the basis of a 2-dimensional image are provided. First, 
30 a stereoscopic display method of a hologram of the invention comprises: 

a 3-dimensional information forming step of forming 3-dimensional information of an object to be dis- 
played by a CAD or the like; 

an image forming step of forming a plurality of 2-dimensional images from the 3-dimensional information 
on a predetermined figure structure unit basis; 
35 a phase distribution calculating step of calculating a phase distribution at a hologram forming surface 

from the plurality of 2-dimensional images formed in the image forming step; 

a hologram expressing step of expressing the phase distribution obtained in the phase distribution cal- 
culating step onto the hologram forming surface;and 

a wave front converting step of irradiating a reference light to the phase distribution expressed in the 
40 hologram expressing step and converting the reference light into the optical wave front, thereby displaying a 
solid image. 

According to a second aspect of the invention, there is provided a method of forming a hologram on a 
hologram medium, comprising the multiple exposure of a plurality of 2-dimensional images obtained from object 
structures divided out from 3-dimensional information. That is, a medium recording of the hologram is formed 

45 by the multiple exposure based on the 2-dimensional images formed for every object structure. 

In the formation of the 2-dimensional image, 3-dimensional information to be expressed is divided every 
object structure and the 3-dimensional figure data is formed from the 3-dimensional information with respect 
to a plurality of object structures. A 2-dimensional plane to form the 2-dimensional data is set every divided 
figure structure. For example, a plane is set so as to pass the center of gravity of the figure and to minimize 

so the average distance between the plane and the surface constructing the figure. On the 2-dimensional plane 
set every figure structure, the projection image data when it is seen from a segment hologram region as a mini- 
mum unit of the hologram expression which was finely divided on the hologram forming surface is produced 
as 2-dimensional data from the 3-dimensional image data every figure structure. 

In the calculation of the phase distribution of the invention, with respect to each segment hologram as a 

55 minimum unit obtained by finely dividing the hologram forming surface, phases are calculated on the basis of 
the 2-dimensional pixels constructing the 2-dimensional image obtained by the projection, thereby obtaining 
a phase distribution on the hologram forming surface. The phase distributions obtained every plurality of 2- 
dimensional images are added every segment hologram at the same position, thereby obtaining a phase dis- 
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tribution on the hologram forming surface of the synthesized 2-dimensional image. 

According to a third aspect of the invention* a space phase distribution of the hologram is calculated from 
a plurality of 2-dimensional images having a depth. Such a phase distribution is expressed by means for spa- 
tially modulating an amplitude or phase of a reference light (reproduction light). By irradiating a reference light 

5 to the phase distribution and by converting the reference light into the optical wave front, a rewritable stereo- 
scopic display can be performed. In the formation of a recording medium of a hologram, a plurality of 2-di- 
mensional images each having a depth are multiplexed and recorded by the tight interference exposure, there- 
by forming segment holograms. By arranging and recording the segment holograms onto a hologram dry plate, 
a hologram recording medium can be formed. An ordinary hologram display can be executed by using such a 

10 recording medium. 

A stereosopic display using the phase distribution or hologram recording medium formed from a plurality 
of 2-dimensional images each having a depth, the graduation display may be executed in the depth direction 
of the 2-dimensional image. Adeviation between the distance feeling of the stereoscopic display image which 
is seen and recognized by the parallax of both eyes and the distance feeling which is sensed by a focus ad- 
15 justing function of the eyes may be reduced. A fatigue when a solid image is seen may also be reduced. A natural 
stereoscopic feeling may therefore be obtained. 

For a better understanding of the invention and to show how the same may be carried into effect, reference 
will now be made, by way of example, to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a flowchart showing a processing procedure of a stereoscopic display method; 
20 Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing a stereoscopic display apparatus; 

Fig. 3 is an explanatory diagram of an expressing method of 3-dimensional structure data in a CAD system; 

Fig. 4 is an explanatory diagram of another expressing method of 3-dimensional structure data in the CAD 

system; 

Fig. 5 is a flowchart showing the details of the image forming procedure of Fig. 1 ; 
25 Fig. 6 is an explanatory diagram of three objects to be displayed by a hologram; • * 

Fig. 7 is an explanatory diagram showing the setting of 2-dimensional planes in the case where a figure 
of Fig. 6 was divided as a target every figure; 

Fig. 8 is an explanatory diagram showing the formation of projection 2-dimensional data for the 2-dimen- 
sional plane set in Fig. 7; 

30 Figs. 9Aand 9B are explanatory diagrams showing the relation between the positions of two objects and 

the projection data in case of forming projection 2-dimensional data; 

Figs. 10A and 1 0B are explanatory diagrams of projection data in the case where the targets in Fig. 8 are 
replaced in the front and rear directions; . 
Fig. 11 is an explanatory diagram showing the principle of the phase distribution calculation to form a Fres- 
35 nel type hologram; 

Fig. 12 is an explanatory diagram showing the forming principle of an image type hologram; 

Fig. 13 is an explanatory diagram showing a calculating range of a phase distribution in the formation of 

an image type hologram; 

Fig. 14 is an explanatory diagram showing the optical relation between the 2-dimensional image display 
40 surface to calculate a phase distribution for enlargedly displaying a solid image and the hologram forming 

surface; 

Fig. 15 is an explanatory diagram of a state in which an image is enlarged twice as large as the image of 
Fig. 14; 

Fig. 16 is an explanatory diagram showing the optical relation between the 2-dimensional image display 
45 surface to move the display position of a solid image and the hologram forming surface; 

Fig. 1 7 is an explanatory diagram showing changes in phase distribution calculation points at the hologram 
forming surface in association with the movement of the image display position; 
Fig. 18 is an explanatory diagram showing an embodiment of a stereoscopic display apparatus; 
Fig. 19 is an explanatory diagram showing an internal structure of Fig. 18; 
50 Fig. 20 is an explanatory diagram of a liquid crystal display which is used as a space light modulating ap- 

paratus; 

Fig. 21 is an explanatory diagram showing a phase modulation for a reproduction light with respect to three 
of liquid crystal cells in Fig. 20; 

Fig. 22 is an explanatory diagram of another stereoscopic display apparatus using a reflecting type space 
55 light modulating apparatus; 

Fig. 23 is an explanatory diagram of the reflecting type space light modulating apparatus which is used 
in Fig. 22; 

Fig. 24 is an explanatory diagram of a stereoscopic display apparatus of the invention using a space light 
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modulating apparatus of the light writing type; 

Fig. 25 is an explanatory diagram of the light writing type space light modulating apparatus which is used 
in Fig. 24; 

Fig. 26 is an explanatory diagram of a stereoscopic display apparatus using an enlarging screen; 

5 Fig. 27 is an explanatory diagram of a stereoscopic display apparatus using a space light modulating ap- 

paratus which is integrated with a refractive body for preventing the transmission of the Oth order light; 
Fig. 28 is an explanatory diagram of an internal structure of the apparatus of Fig. 27; 
Fig. 29 is an explanatory diagram of a stereoscopic display apparatus for performing a color stereoscopic 
display by using two components of R and G; 

10 Fig. 30 is an explanatory diagram of a stereoscopic display apparatus for performing a color stereoscopic 

display by using three components of R,G, and B; 

Fig. 31 is a timing chart for time-divisionally synthesizing and displaying the color components in Fig. 30; 
Fig. 32 is a timing chart for position dividing the color components in Fig. 30 to the same time and for syn- 
thesizing and displaying the divided components; 
15 Fig. 33 is a flowchart showing a fundamental processing procedure for a hologram forming method; 

Fig. 34 is a flowchart showing the details of an exposing step in Fig. 33; 

Fig. 35 is an explanatory diagram showing a construction of an exposing apparatus which is used in the 
exposing step of Fig. 34; and 

Figs. 36A, 36B, and 36C are explanatory diagrams showing the multiple exposure of a plurality of 2-di- 
20 mensional images for one segment hologram region on a hologram dry plate. 

(Fundamenatal construction of stereoscopic display method) 

A flowchart of Fig. 1 shows a fundamental processing procedure of a stereoscopic display method, 

25 First, in step S1, 3-dimensional information of an object or object group to be displayed is formed. In 

the formation of the 3-dimensional information, it is obtained from the 3-dimensional image data by a CAD 
system or from the 2-dimensional data obtained by photographing an object by a CCD camera or the like. In 
step S2, the 3-dimensional information is divided on a predetermined figure structure unit basis and is con- 
verted into the 2-dimensional information, thereby forming a plurality of 2-dimensional images in which 2-di- 

30 mensional planes also exist in the depth direction. In the formation of the 2-dimensional images, a 2-dimen- 
sional plane is set every plurality of objects to be displayed when they are seen from the hologram forming 
surface and the 2-dimensional image data is formed by projecting onto the 2-dimensional planes on the basis 
of the 3-dimensional data formed every object. In step S3, a phase distribution at the hologram forming surface 
is calculated from the 2-dimensional image data formed as projection data for every object. In step S4, the 

35 calculated phase distribution is expressed on the hologram forming surface. A reference light is finally irradi- 
ated onto the phase distribution and is converted into an optical wave front according to the phase distribution, 
thereby displaying a solid image. 

Fig. 2 shows a fundamental construction of an apparatus for realizing the stereoscopic display method of 
Fig. 1. A 3-dimensional information forming section 10 is realized by, for example, a CAD system 12. 3-dimen- 

40 sional information which was formed by the 3-dimensional information forming section 10 and was divided ev- 
ery plurality of objects to be displayed is given to a 2-dimensional image forming section 14, by which a plurality 
of 2-dimensional images are formed every object. The 2-dimensional images formed by the 2-dimensional im- 
age forming section 14 are given to a phase distribution calculating section 15, by which a phase distribution 
at the hologram forming surface is calculated. The 2-dimensional image forming section 14 and the phase 

45 distribution calculating section 15 are realized by a computer 16. The result of the calculation of the phase dis- 
tribution calculating section 15 is sent to a phase distribution display section 18. Asolid image is displayed by 
an optical wave front converting section 20. The phase distribution display section 18 and the optical wave 
front converting section 20 construct a hologram display apparatus 22. On the other hand, a plurality of 2-di- 
mensional image data which was formed by the 2-dimensional image forming section 14 and was obtained 

so by dividing every object is supplied to a hologram exposing apparatus 24 and is recorded on a hologram dry 
plate as a recording medium by the multiple exposure, so that a hologram as a fixed record can be formed. 
Each of the processing steps in Fig. 1 will now be described in detail hereinbelow. 

(Formation of 3-dimensional information) 

55 

In the formation of the 3-dimensional information of an object to be stereoscopically displayed, for exam- 
ple, an expressing method of 3-dimensional data in the computer graphics can be used. For instance, in case 
of describing a 3-dimensional structure by a solid model, as shown in Fig. 3, a target 26 having a 3-dimensional 
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structure is separated into a set of planes 28 and 3-dimensional data in which lists of ridgelines or vertexes of 
the planes are linked is formed. As shown in Fig. 4, the object 26 is expressed by a set of fundamental figures 
30-1 , 30-2, and 30-3 and the object 26 is expressed by using logical operational expressions 32 of the funda- 
mental figures 30-1 to 30-3. The expressing methods of the 3-dimensional data shown in Figs. 3 and 4 are 
5 widely used in the field of the computer graphics. For example, as shown in Fig. 1, the 3-dimensional data 
which is used in the invention can be formed from the CAD data by using the CAD system. 

(Formation of 2-dimensional images for every figure structure) 

10 A flowchart of Fig. 5 shows a step of forming 2-dimensional images also including the component in the 

depth direction in the invention. In step S1, first, 3-dimensional data is divided every figure structure. In step 
S2, 3-dimensional figure data is formed every figure structure divided. In step S3, 2-dimensional image data 
is finally formed by a projecting process every figure structure. 

Fig. 6 shows a 3-dimensional space in which three objects such as sphere 36, a triangular cone 38, and 

15 a cylindrical body 40 exist in the depth direction as targets to be displayed. As for such figures in the 3-dimen- 
sional space as shown in Fig. 7, a hologram forming surface 34 is set at an arbitrary position for the sphere 
36, triangular cone 38, and cylindrical body 40. As coordinate axes in the target space, the lateral direction of 
the hologram forming surface 34 is set to an X axis, the vertical direction is set to a Y axis, and the depth 
direction is set to a Z axis. A 2-dimensional coordinate system of independent 2-dimensional coordinates X h 

20 and Y h are set to the hologram forming surface 34. 3-dimensional data of the sphere 36, triangular cone 38, 
and cylindrical body 40 existing in the target space is individually formed. When the 3-dimensional data of the 
sphere 36, triangular cone 38, and cylindrical body 40 is formed, 2-dimensional image data is formed every 
figure structure. 

2-dimensional planes 48, 50, and 52 are set as 2-dimensional planes to form the 2-dimensional image data 

25 with respect to each of the sphere 36, triangular cone 38, and cylindrical body 40. Specifically speaking, with 
respect to the sphere 36, the 2-dimensional plane 48 which passes through the center of gravity and is parallel 
with the hologram forming surface 34 is set. As for the triangular cone 38, the 2-dimensional plane 50 which 
passes through the center of gravity and is parallel with the hologram forming surface 34 is set. Further, as 
for the cylindrical body 40, the 2-dimensional plane 52 which passes through the axial center including the 

30 center of gravity and is not parallel with the hologram forming surface 34 is set. The rule upon setting of the 
planes is based on a fundamental rule such that a place which passes through the center of gravity of the 
figure is set. Further, with respect to any figure, such a plane is set so that the average distance between the 
set 2-dimensional plane and the surface of the figure is set to the minimum value or a value near the minimum 
value. As another rule of setting the 2-dimensional plane, in the case where the data has, for instance, a boxel 

35 form, it is also possible to set the 2-dimensional plane in a manner such that after the center of gravity was 
calculated, the presence or absence of the data is radially traced from the center of gravity and a minor axis 
is set in such a direction that the connection of the data is shortest and a plane which is perpendicular to the 
minor axis and passes through the center of gravity is set. A method of setting the plane as mentioned above 
can be properly determined as necessary. 

40 After the 2-dimensional planes 48, 50, and 52 were set, 2-dimensional image data as projection images 

of the sphere 36, triangular cone 38, and cylindrical body 40 when they are seen on the hologram forming sur- 
face 34 from different visual points is produced every figure for each of the 2-dimensional planes 48, 50, and 
52. One or a plurality of figures existing as a background such that the distance from the hologram forming 
surface 34 exceeds a predetermined distance and becomes far are regarded as one figure structure. A2-di- 

45 mensional plane is set at a position of the farthest distance in the depth direction when it is seen from the 
hologram forming surface 34. The projection data of all of the figures which are seen as a background is formed 
as 2-dimensional image data onto such a 2-dimensional plane. 

Fig. 8 shows the forming principle of the 2-dimensional images in Fig. 7. First, the hologram forming sur- 
face 34 is matrix divided and segment holograms 1 08 as minimum units of the hologram expression are formed. 

so Sizes in both of the vertical and lateral directions of the segment hologram 108 are set to about 1 mm or less. 
In the diagram, each segment hologram 108 is largely shown for convenience of explanation. Subsequently, 
2-dimensional pixel information when the sphere 36, triangular cone 38, and cylindrical body 40 are seen while 
setting each of the segment holograms 108 of the hologram forming surface 34 into a visual point is formed 
as 2-dimensional image data projected onto the 2-dimensional planes 48, 50, and 52. For example, in the 

55 sphere 36 of the first 2-dimensional plane 48 on this side, 3-dimensional pixel data expressing the sphere 36 
when it is seen by setting a visual point to the central segment hologram 1 08 of the hologram forming surface 
34 is converted into the 2-dimensional pixel data on the 2-dimensional plane 48. Such a method of forming 
the 2-dimensional images when the target is seen from a plurality of different directions every figure on the 
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basis of the 3-dimensional data as mentioned above can be realized by using the conventional 3-dimensional 
display technique in the computer graphics. In this case, a process for a hidden line or a hidden plane is also 
included so that the side surface changes depending on the observing direction. For example, in the case 
where a target 70 exists in front of a target 68 as shown in Fig. 9A, a hidden plane process is executed so that 

5 a part of the surface of the target 68 doesn't appear by the target 70 as shown in Fig. 9B. In the case where 
the target 70 exists behind the target 68 on the contrary as shown in Fig. 10A, the hidden plane process is 
executed so that the target 70 doesn't appear on the surface of the target 68 as shown in Fig. 10B. With respect 
to the projection when the 2-dimensional image is formed every figure, 2-dimensional image data is formed 
by the projection which becomes radial around the segment hologram 108 on which the visual point is set as 

10 an origin in a manner such that even when the sphere 36, triangular cone 38, and cylindrical body 40 are dis- 
played at different distances, three images are continuous upon observation. 

When the sizes in the vertical and lateral directions of each segment hologram 108 are small to be 1 mm 
or less, even when the visual point is moved on a unit basis of the segment hologram 108 and the 2-dimensional 
image data is produced or even when the 2-dimensional images displayed at positions of different distances 

15 in the depth direction are overlapped, continuity is not lost. In case of forming 2-dimensional image data when 
they are seen by setting the visual point to each position of the segment holograms 1 08 which were divisionally 
formed on the hologram forming surface 34, as a positional change between the adjacent segment holograms 
1 08, a value of about 0.3° to 1 ° is sufficient in a change in observing direction of a target. Therefore , in place 
of moving the visual point while dividing the hologram forming surface 34 into regions of a plurality of segment 

20 holograms 1 08 at regular intervals, the visual point position which was changed by every predetermined angle 
within a range from 0.3° to 1° as an observing direction is set in the horizontal and vertical directions while 
setting the center of the hologram forming surface 34 into a start point, and the 2-dimensional image data of 
each zone can be also calculated at every visual point position. 

25 (Calculation of phase distribution) 

The principle of a hologram will be first described. One laser beam is divided into two beams. One of the 
laser beams is irradiated onto an object and a laser beam (object light) is scattered from the object. A hologram 
is obtained by the interference of two light fluxes of the laser beam (object light) and another laser beam (ref- 
30 erence light). When assuming that a wave front of the reference light is set to Rexp(j<|>r) and a wave front of 
the object light is set to O exp(j<t> 0 )> an exposing intensity l H of the hologram is 

| H = R2 + Q2 + 2.R.O-COS(<t> 0 - <t>r) (1) 

In case of developing the hologram, changes in amplitude and phase which are proportional to the expos- 
ing intensity l H of the equation (1) occur in the hologram. To electrically form the hologram, it is sufficient to 
35 use a space light modulating device such as a liquid crystal device or the like which can change the amplitude 
or phase of the light. By inputting the same wave front as that of the reference light to the hologram formed 
as mentioned above, a hologram can be reconstructed. Since only the third term of the right side contributes 
the reproduction of the object light in the exposing intensity l H of the equation (1), when considering with re- 
spect to the third term of the right side, a transmission light T from the hologram is 

40 

T = I H *R*exp(:|<t> r ) 
« 2-R*0*cos(<j> o - 4> r )«exp( j<j, r) 

45 

« ©•exp(j<|> r ) + O*exp(-j(<|> 0 - 2*<|> r )} ... (2) 



The first term of the right side of the equation (2) shows that the wave front from the object was reproduced 
so and the second term of the right side shows a conjugate wave of the object light. From the above principle 
description, in the calculation of the phase distribution of the hologram, it is sufficient to calculate only the third 
term of the right side of the equation (1). 

Fig. 11 shows the forming principle of a Fresnel type hologram. Now, when the reference light is considered 
as a plane wave, since an intensity of the plane wave doesn't change in dependence on the location, a light 
55 intensity R can be ignored and a phase <\> T can be regarded as <}> r = 0. Now, assuming that a luminance (scattering 
degree) of a certain sampling point 111 having coordinates (X|, Y h Z|) of an object 110 is set to l |( the exposing 
intensity l H of a certain point (segment hologram) 108 on the hologram forming surface 34 is 
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I H = S{(I 1 /r)-cos(kT)} ... (3) 

5 where, k denotes the number of waves of the laser beam 

r = V{(X, - X hl )2 + (Y, - Y hl )2 + Z,2} (4) 
Fig. 11 shows the principle of the phase distribution calculation with respect to a Fresnel type hologram 
as an example. Since the light reflected from the object 110 reaches the whole hologram, it is necessary to 
execute the calculations of the equations (3) and (4) for the whole region of the hologram forming surface 34. 

10 On the other hand, in case of an image type hologram shown in Fig. 12, the image of the object 110 is formed 
as a real image 114 at the position of the hologram forming surface 34 by an image forming lens 112. Therefore, 
as shown in Fig, 13, when considering, for example, a sampling point 115 of the image 114, the light reaches 
a region 117 of the hologram forming surface 34 which is determined by a virtual opening 116. The region to 
calculate the equations (3) and (4) is limited and the calculations are simplified by an amount of such a limit- 

15 ation. 

In the calculations of the equations (3) and (4), for example, with respect to the central segment hologram 
108 of the hologram forming surface, each 2-dimensional pixel of each 2-dimensional image data obtained 
from the sphere 36, triangular cone 38, and cylindrical body 40 which were divided every three objects is set 
to a sampling point and the equations (3) and (4) are calculated and exposing intensities (l H i)i, (lm>2. and (l H i)3 
20 on the hologram are obtained for every object. A phase distribution of one segment hologram 1 08 is calculated 
as a sum of the exposing intensities on the hologram obtained for every object. It can be expressed by the 
following general equation with respect to the numbers 1 to n of each object. 

■hi = (Wi + Ohi) 2 + ... + flm)n (5) 

25 (Adjustment of size of solid image to be displayed) 

The size of solid image which is displayed can be changed as follows according to the invention. Fig. 14 
shows the hologram forming surface 34 and a 2-dimensional image display surface 118 which are arranged 
so as to be away from each other by a predetermined distance. An image 1 20 is displayed on the 2-dimensional 

30 image display surface 118. The image 120 is shown as an upward arrow for simplicity of explanation. A crossing 
point P 0 of a center line 1 22 in the Z-axis direction which has ben set to the 2-dimensional image display surface 
118 and passes through an origin O is set to P 0 on the hologram forming surface 34. The P 0 point constructs 
one segment hologram. A point P ( comprising another segment hologram exists on the upper side of the P 0 
point. A phase distribution at the P 0 point is obtained from all of the sampling points of the image 120 on the 

35 basis of the equations (3) and (4). Similarly, with respect to the P, point, a phase distribution can be obtained 
from all of the sampling points of the image 120. An observing states of the image 120 at the P 0 and P| points 
are different by only a parallax amount. When the 2-dimensional image of the 2-dimensional image display 
surface 118 is fetched at each of the different P 0 and P t points on the hologram forming surface 34, the origin 
O is located at the position that is away from the center by only an angle at the P| point. In the case where 

40 the operator wants to enlarge the image 120, it is enlarged on the 2-dimensional image display surface 118 
around the origin O as a center and it is sufficient to calculate the phases at the P 0 and P| points on the basis 
of the result of the enlargement. 

Fig. 15 shows a state of an image 120-1 which is obtained by enlarging twice the image 120 in Fig. 14. In 
this case as well, an angle when the origin O is seen from the P 0 and P t points is equal to 9) and is not changed. 

45 No contradiction occurs in the continuity of the parallax of the image seen from the P 0 point and the image 
seen from the P ( point. It is desirable that the origin O of the image 120 is set to a sharp edge portion on the 
object which can be always seen at the same position even when the visual point position is changed on the 
hologram forming surface 34. 

so (Adjustment of distance of solid image which is displayed) 

The distance of a solid image which is displayed can be changed by the following method. Fig. 16 shows 
the relation when the distance of the image display surface to display the image is changed for the hologram 
forming surface 34. First, it is now assumed that the image 120-1 of an image display surface 118-1 locating 
55 at a position which is away from the hologram forming surface 34 by a distance L in the 2-dimensional direction 
was fetched at the different P 0 and P| points on the hologram forming surface 34. In this case, at the Pi point, 
the origin O of the image 120-1 is located at the position that is away from the center by only an angle 9|. In 
case of moving the 2-dimensional image display surface 118-1 toaremote position by only AL, the calculation 
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point of the phase distribution is changed from P ( to P{ so as to maintain the angle 0|. A shift amount Ad of the 
calculation point of the phase distribution calculation in this case is 

Ad = (AL/L)d 

Fig. 17 shows changes in four calculation points to P 4 existing around the phase distribution calculation 
5 point (segment hologram) P 0 in the cases where the image display surface was moved to a remote position 
on the right side from the central reference position and where it was moved to a near position on the left side. 
That is, in the case where the image display surface was moved to a near position, the peripheral calculation 
points to P 4 are closely collected. In the case where the image display surface was moved to a remote pos- 
ition, the peripheral calculation points P 1 to P 4 are radially widened. When the display surface is moved to re- 
10 mote position, since the interval between the calculation points is widened, the 2-dimensional image when it 
is seen from the position between the adjacent calculation points is obtained by the image interpolation. A 
phase distribution at the interpolation calculation point is calculated from the interpolated image, thereby as- 
suring a continuity of the reconstructed solid image in the case where the display surface was moved to a 
remote position. 

15 

(Display of phase distribution and display of solid image by change in optical wave front) 

Fig. 1 8 shows an external view of a hologram display apparatus for displaying a solid image by expressing 
the phase distribution obtained by the calculation and by irradiating a reference light thereto. Aspace light mod- 

20 ulating apparatus 130 to electrically form a hologram is provided in front of an apparatus main body 128. Fur- 
ther, a hood 132 to shield the 0th order light which transmits the space light modulating apparatus 130 is at- 
tached. Fig. 19 shows an internal structure of Fig. 18. A laser light source 134 which functions as a point light 
source, a colli mating mirror 136, and a controller 138 are built in the apparatus main body. The controller 138 
gives the phase distribution obtained by the calculation to the space light modulating apparatus 130. In this 

25 state, a spherical wave irradiated as a point light source from the laser light source 134 is converted into a 
parallel light by the reflecting type collimating mirror 1 36 and is irradiated to the space light modulating appa- 
ratus 1 30, thereby reconstructing a solid image 135. In this case, since a part of the parallel light directly trans- 
mits the space light modulating apparatus 130 as a 0th order light, it is shielded by the hood 132. 

Although an arbitrary laser light source can be used as a laser light source 134, it is desirable to use a 

30 small semiconductor laser. The semiconductor laser has a light emission spectrum whose wavelength width 
is equal to or less than a few nm and can reconstruct a clear solid image. Although an arbitrary wavelength 
can be used so long as it lies within a visible light range, it is necessary to consider a wavelength of the light 
source which is used for reconstruction at the stage of calculating the phase distribution of the hologram. Spe- 
cifically speaking, it is possible to use a semiconductor laser which emits the light of red color whose wave- 

35 length is on the order of 600 nm, the light of green color whose wavelength is on the order of 500 nm, or the 
light of blue whose wavelength is on the order of 400 nm. In case of the Fresnel type hologram, on the other 
hand, such that the object 110 is away from the hologram forming surface 34 as shown in Fig. 11, as the dis- 
tance is large, the hologram is more easily influenced by the color distribution due to the wavelength width of 
the reproduction light. It is, accordingly, desirable to use a semiconductor laser of a narrow wavelength band. 

40 On the other hand, in case of the image type hologram such that a real image 114 appears near the hologram 
forming surface 34 as shown in Fig. 12, since the hologram is hardly influenced by the color distribution due 
to the wavelength width of the reproduction light, a clear reconstruction image can be obtained even when a 
wavelength width is slightly wide. In the image type hologram, therefore, a halogen lamp or the like having a 
wide wavelength width of about 10 nm can be also used. In Fig. 19, although the spherical wave is directly 

45 emitted from the laser light source 134, it is also possible to use a construction such that a laser beam is gen- 
erated by using an objective lens and a pin hole or a construction such that a laser beam is transmitted in an 
optical fiber and is emitted upon outgoing. 

Fig. 20 shows a particular embodiment of the space light modulating apparatus 1 30. Aliquid crystal display 
is used as a space light modulating apparatus 130 in the embodiment. That is, a uniform transparent electrode 

so 344 is provided subsequent to a glass substrate 340 on the incident surface side. Subsequent to a glass sub- 
strate 342 on the outgoing side, branched transparent electrodes 346-1 to 346-n constructing one display seg- 
ment are formed. Subsequent to the transparent electrodes 344, 346-1 to 346-n, orientation films 352 and 354 
are arranged through insulating layers 348 and 350. A liquid crystal 360 is provided between the orientation 
films 352 and 354. The liquid crystal display is driven so that the voltage corresponding to the calculated phase 

55 information is applied to each liquid crystal cell which is determined by each of the branched electrodes 346- 
1 to 346-n. The liquid crystal cell changes a refractive index for the transmitting direction of a reproduction light 
362 in accordance with the applied voltage. 

Fig. 21 shows a state of the phase modulation of three of the pixels of the liquid crystal displays in Fig. 
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20 as an example. When reproduction lights 362-1 to 362-3 comprising, for example, plane waves having the 
same phase are inputted from the left side into pixels 366-1 to 366-3 which were driven in different phase states, 
namely, different refractive indices, phase deviations occur in lights 364-1 to 364-3 upon outgoing because 
the optical distances in the liquid crystal differ in dependence on the pixels 366-1 to 366-3. Ideally, it is desirable 

5 that an arbitrary phase in a range from 0 to 2n, namely, a range of the length corresponding to the wavelength 
as an optical distance can be expressed. Even when the phase is discretely expressed by multivalue levels, 
however, the phase distribution can be approximately expressed in a practical range. A thickness d of liquid 
crystal is determined so as to satisfy a condition such that the product sum An x d of the thickness d and a 
change An in maximum refractive index which can be changed by the applied voltage is equal to a wavelength 

10 X of the reproduction light. In order to accurately express the phase distribution and to obtain a clear recon- 
structed solid image, it is necessary to reduce the size of liquid crystal cell to the order of the wavelength and 
to use a liquid crystal display of a high resolution. 

Fig. 22 shows another embodiment of a stereoscopic display apparatus of the invention and is character- 
ized in that reflecting type space light modulating apparatus is used. The reflecting type space light modulating 

15 apparatus 130 is provided in the apparatus main body 128, thereby electronically expressing the hologram of 
the phase distribution calculated by the controller 138. The reproduction light from the laser light source 134 
is reflected by a mirror 140 and is further reflected by a half mirror 142 and enters the reflecting type space 
light modulating apparatus 130. The modulation light from the modulating apparatus 130 passes through the 
half mirror 142 and displays a solid image. According to the reflecting type space light modulating apparatus 

20 130, as shown in Fig. 23, the reproduction light is inputted from one side of a transmitting type liquid crystal 
display 144 and is reflected by a reflecting body 146 on the opposite side and is again transmitted in the liquid 
crystal display 144 and goes out. Since the reproduction light passes in the transmitting type liquid crystal dis- 
play 144 twice as mentioned above, a thickness of liquid crystal to obtain a phase change can be reduced into 
1/2 of that of the transmitting type liquid crystal display shown in Fig. 20. In this instance, however, a liquid 

25 crystal of homogeneous orientation in which the polarization is preserved is used. 

Fig. 24 shows another embodiment of a stereoscopic display apparatus of the invention and is character- 
ized in that the information of the calculated phase distribution is optically written and reproduced. A space 
light modulating apparatus 148 into which phase distribution information can be optically written by a laser beam 
from an optical scanning section 145 is provided in the apparatus main body 128. When the phase distribution 

30 information is written into the space light modulating apparatus 148 by the laser beam from the optical scanning 
section 145, the controller 138 controls the space light modulating apparatus 148 into the same state as that 
of the reflecting type liquid crystal display shown in Fig. 23. Therefore, the laser beam from the laser light 
source 134 is reflected by the mirror 140 and the half mirror 42 and enters as a reproduction light and a ster- 
eoscopic image is displayed through the half mirror 1 42. i 

35 Fig. 25 shows a cross sectional structure of a space light modulating apparatus into which information can 

be optically written and which is used in Fig. 24. A transparent electrode 154, a photoconductive section 156, 
and a light shielding layer 158 are provided subsequent to a glass substrate 1 50 on the incident side of a writing 
light 170. Subsequent to the light shielding layer 158, a dielectric mirror 160 is provided. Aglass substrate 152 
is provided on the left side into which a reproduction light 172 enters. Subsequently, a transparent electrode 

40 155 is provided. A liquid crystal 165 is arranged between the transparent electrode 155 and the dielectric mirror 
160 through the insulating layers 164 and 162. 

In the operation of the space light modulating apparatus 148, when the writing light 170 is first received 
by the photoconductive section 156, a resistance value of the photoconductive section decreases as the light 
intensity is large. When the resistance value of the photoconductive section 1 56 changes, the resistance value 

45 of the photoconductive section 156 changes although the driving voltage is constant. Therefore, the voltage 
which is applied across the liquid crystal 165 through the dielectric mirror 160 is changed by only an amount 
corresponding to the resistance value. When the voltage which is applied to the liquid crystal 165 changes as 
mentioned above, a refractive index changes. When the incident reproduction light 172 is reflected by the di- 
electric mirror 160 and is returned, it becomes a modulation light 174 which was phase modulated. 

so Fig. 26 shows another embodiment of a stereoscopic display apparatus of the invention. According to this 

embodiment, a reproduction light 1 80 enters the space light modulating apparatus 1 30 using a transmitting type 
liquid crystal display or the like which expresses the calculated phase distribution and is modulated. After that, 
the modulated light is enlarged by a projection optical system 176 and is projected to a hologram screen 178. 
Therefore, a solid image can be seen in a visible range 182 of an angle of visibility 9. 

55 Fig. 27 shows another embodiment of a stereoscopic display apparatus of the invention and is character- 

ized in that the hood to prevent the 0th order light is made unnecessary. Namely, in the embodiment of Fig. 
27, a space light modulating apparatus 184 integrated with a refracting body 185 to suppress the emission of 
the 0th order light is provided in the apparatus main body 1 28. As shown in Fig. 28, therefore, a spherical wave 
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from the laser light source 134 is led into the refracting body 185 and is reflected by the collimating mirror 136 
and is inputted into the space light modulating apparatus 184 integrated with the refracting body 185 at an in- 
cident angle that is equal to or larger than the critical angle. Due to this, the Oth order light is totally reflected 
and it is prevented that the Oth order light emits out of the apparatus. Therefore, there is no need to use the 
5 hood to prevent the Oth order light. 

(Color stereoscopic display apparatus) 

In case of displaying a color solid image, the formation of the 3-dimensional information in step S1 , the 

10 formation of the 2-dimensional images for every figure structure in step S2, and the calculation of the phase 
distribution in step S3 shown in Fig. 1 are executed, for example, for every color component of R, G, and B. 
Fig. 29 shows an embodiment of a color stereoscopic display apparatus for performing a multicolor display by 
using two stereoscopic display apparatuses. A space light modulating apparatus 200 is driven by a controller 
226 in accordance with the phase distribution calculated with respect to, for example, the R component. A 

15 space light modulating apparatus 202 is driven in accordance with the phase distribution calculated with re- 
spect to the G component. Reproduction lights are irradiated to the space light modulating apparatuses 200 
and 202 by laser light sources 206 and 208, shutters 212 and 214, and collimating lenses 216 and 218, thereby 
displaying an R component solid image 228 and a G component solid image 230. Due to this, the G component 
solid image 230 is reflected by a half mirror 220 and can be seen by the eyes 224 of the observer. The R com- 

20 ponent solid image 228, on the other hand, passes through the half mirror 220 and enters the eyes 224. Con- 
sequently, the observer can see a synthesized color solid image in which the G component solid image 230 
was overlapped on the R component solid image 228. 

Fig. 30 shows another embodiment of a color stereoscopic display apparatus of the invention and is char- 
acterized in that a phase distribution is calculated every R, G, and B components and a synthetic color display 

25 is performed. Namely, according to the embodiment of Fig. 30, in addition to the embodiment of Fig. 29, a laser 
light source 210, a shutter 215, and a collimating lens 219 are provided as a display system of the B component. 
A space light modulating apparatus 204 which is driven in accordance with the phase distribution calculated 
with respect to the B component is provided. Further, a half mirror 222 is added in correspondence to the space 
light modulating apparatus 204. Therefore, a color synthetic solid image of the R, G, and B components shown 

30 by arrows can be seen by the eyes 224 of the observer. 

A timing chart of Fig. 31 show driving signals E R , E G , and E B for the time-divisional display of the RGB 
components by the opening/closing driving operations of the shutters 212, 214 and 215 by the controller 226 
in Fig. 30. The driving signals E R , E G , and E B are repetitively generated at a period T = 1/30 second and each 
signal is driven so as to have a timing delay of (T/3). In case of two components of R and G in Fig. 29, a timing 

35 deviation between the two signals E R and E G is set to (T/2). 

A timing chart of Fig. 32 shows another driving method in Figs. 29 and 30. In the embodiment, the shutters 
are opened at the same time at the period T = 1/30 (second) and the solid images of two or three color com- 
ponents are simultaneously displayed at different positions, thereby color synthesizing the displayed solid im- 
ages. 

40 

(Method of forming hologram by exposure) 

A flowchart of Fig. 33 shows a hologram forming method of forming a hologram by exposing a hologram 
dry plate or the like. In the hologram forming method, the formation of the 3-dimensional information in step 

45 S1 and the formation of the 2-dimensional images for every figure structure in step S2 are fundamentally the 
same as those in the stereoscopic display method of the hologram shown in Fig. 1 except a different point 
that no phase distribution is calculated. In the formation of the 2-dimensional images in step S2, in place of 
calculating the phase distribution, 2-dimensional data in case of observing each figure structure from a plurality 
of segment hologram regions of the hologram forming surface is directly used and the exposure in step S3 is 

so performed. In the exposure in step S3, the corresponding 2-dimensional image is displayed on the liquid crys- 
tal display or the like at every hologram forming position and the multiple exposure for each zone is executed 
by an interference of two light fluxes of the 2-dimensional image light which is formed by irradiating the light 
and the reference light. After completion of the exposure to the hologram dry plate as a recording medium as 
mentioned above, a developing process is executed in step S4. The hologram formed finally is set to the ster- 

55 eoscopic display apparatus, a reference light is irradiated, and the reference light is converted into the optical 
wave front in accordance with the phase distribution of the exposed hologram, thereby displaying a solid image. 

Aflowchart of Fig. 34 shows the details of the exposing process shown in step S3 in Fig. 33. For example, 
an exposing apparatus as shown in Fig. 35 is used in the exposing process. An image forming lens 238, a 
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liquid crystal display 232, and a hologram dry plate 234 are provided in the apparatus of Fig. 35. The liquid 
crystal display 232 is supported to a rotary stage 260 disposed on a supporting arm 242 and can be moved 
in the Z and X directions by a Z stage 246 and an X stage 248 on a base plate 235. The display 232 can be 
also rotated around an X axis and a Z axis by the rotary stage 260. The display surface of the liquid crystal 

5 display 232, consequently, can be controlled to an arbitrary 3-dimensional position. In place of the rotary stage 
260, a gimbal mechanism having triaxial degrees of freedom can be also used. 

The hologram dry plate 234 is supported to an arm 250 and can be moved in the X and Y directions by 
an X stage 252 and a Y stage 254 on the base plate 235. The image forming lens 238 converges the illumination 
light through the liquid crystal display 232 onto a micro segment hologram region 236 on the hologram dry 

w plate 234. 

The exposing process by the flowchart of Fig. 34 will now be described with respect to the apparatus con- 
struction of Fig. 35 as follows. First, in step S1 , a hologram exposing region is set. Namely, the hologram dry 
plate 234 is divided into microregions in a matrix form, thereby setting the segment hologram regions 236. Sub- 
sequently, a distance of the liquid crystal display 232 from the hologram dry plate 234 is set to the position in 

15 the depth direction of the 2-dimensional plane set in the figure to be first processed. The display surface of 
the liquid crystal display 232 is set by the rotary stage 260 into the same direction as the 2-dimensional plane 
set in the figure to be first processed. Subsequently, a special segment hologram region on the hologram dry 
plate 234 to be first exposed is matched with an optical axis 240 of the image forming lens 238. In this state, 
the 2-dimensional image corresponding to the segment hologram region set in the liquid crystal display 232 

20 is displayed and a convergent light 257 is irradiated onto the liquid crystal display 232, thereby converging 
the displayed 2-dimensional image. At the same time, a reference light 258 which is coherent to an illuminating 
light 256 is irradiated by using a beam expander 255. An interference exposure is performed in step S4. In 
step S5, a check is made to see if the interference exposure of the 2-dimensional image has been finished or 
not. The interference exposure is repeated a number of times corresponding to only the number of 2-dimen- 

25 sional images. For example, in case of three 2-dimensional images, as shown in Figs. 36A, 36B, and 36C, while 
the distance of the liquid crystal display 232 from the hologram dry plate 234 is changed into states of three 
2-dimensional planes, the image corresponding to each of those planes is displayed and the interference ex- 
posure is overlapingly executed three times. When the interference exposure of all of the zones is finished in 
step S5, the processing routine advances to step S6. The processes are repeated from step S1 until the end 

30 of the processes for all of the exposure regions. 

By obtaining a hologram expressing the phase distributions based on the 2-dimensional images divided 
in the 2-dimensional directions, a more natural stereoscopic display can be realized as compared with that in 
the conventional holographic stereogram. Since a hologram can be electronically produced from a virtual object 
by the CAD system and can be stereoscopically displayed, the solid image can be rewritten and displayed in 

35 a short time. A color stereoscopic display can be also easily realized. 

The present invention is not limited to the above preferred embodiments but many modifications and va- 
riations are possible. The invention is also not limited by the numerical values shown in the embodiments. 

40 Claims 

1. A stereoscopic hologram display method, comprising: 

a 3-dimensional information forming step of forming 3-dimensional information of an objector ob- 
ject group to be displayed; 

45 an image forming step of forming a plurality of 2-dimensional images on a predetermined figure 

structure unit basis from the 3-dimensional information formed in said 3-dimensional information forming 
step; 

a phase distribution calculating step of calculating a phase distribution at a hologram forming sur- 
face from said plurality of 2-dimensional images formed in said image forming step; 
so a hologram expressing step of expressing the phase distribution obtained in said phase distribution 

calculating step onto the hologram forming surface; and 

a wave front converting step of irradiating a reference light to the phase distribution expressed in 
said hologram expressing step and converting into the optical wave front, thereby displaying a solid image. 

55 2. A method according to claim 1 , wherein said 2-dimensional image forming step comprises: 

a figure dividing step of dividing the 3-dimensional information to be expressed into a plurality of 
figure structures; 

a figure data forming step of forming 3-dimensional figure data every said figure structure set in 
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said figure dividing step; 

a plane setting step of setting a 2-dimensional plane to form 2-dimensional data for every figure 
structure divided in said figure dividing step; and 

a projecting step of forming projection image data, seen from segment hologram regions being mini- 
5 mum units of the hologram expression which were finely divided on the hologram forming surface, as 2- 

dimensional data onto the 2-dimensional plane set in said plane setting step from the 3-dimensional image 
data for every figure data. 

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein in said figure dividing step, the object or object group existing at 
to a position or positions which is/are away from the hologram forming surface by a distance or distances 

exceeding a predetermined distance is/are included in one object structure. 

4. A method according to claim 2, or 3 wherein,in said plane setting step, a plane is set so as to pass through 
at least the center of gravity of the figure. 

15 5. A met hod according to any one of claims 2 to 4, wherein said phase distribution calculating step comprises: 
a space position setting step of setting a relative space position between each of the 2-dimensional 
pixels constructing the 2-dimensional image of each of said figure structures and each of the segment 
hologram being minimum units of the hologram expression which were finely divided on the hologram 
forming surface; 

a phase calculating step of calculating the phase on the basis of the 2-dimensional pixels construct- 
ing the 2-dimensional image with respect to each of said segment holograms, thereby obtaining a phase 
distribution at the hologram forming surface; and 

an adding step of adding the phase distribution obtained for each of the 2-dimensional images in 
said phase calculating step for the each of the corresponding segment holograms at the same position, 
thereby obtaining the phase distribution at the hologram forming surface of a synthetic 2-dimensional im- 
age. 



20 
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6. A method according to any one of claims 2 to 5, wherein said projecting step includes a step of enlarging 
a depth image. 

30 

7. A method according to any one of claims 2 to 5, wherein said projecting step includes a step of reducing 
the 2-dimensional image. 

8. A method according to any one of claims 2 to 7, wherein said projecting step includes a step of setting 
35 the hologram display position to an arbitrary position which was moved in the depth direction. 

9. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein in said hologram expressing step, the 
phase distribution calculated in said phase distribution calculating step is supplied to display mens ar- 
ranged at the hologram forming surface and is displayed. 

40 

10. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein in said wave front converting step, a 
phase of the reference light is spatially modulated in accordance with the phase distribution given by said 
hologram expressing step. 
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11. A method according to any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein in said wave front converting step, an amplitude 
of the reference light is spatially modulated in accordance with the phase distribution given by said holo- 
gram expressing step. 

12. A method according to claim 10 or 11 , wherein an optical device which transmits the reference light is used 
in said wave front converting step. 

13. Amethod according to claim 10 or 11, wherein an optical device for reflecting the reference light is used 
in said wave front converting step. 

14. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, 

55 wherein said 3-dimensional information forming step is a step of separately forming the 3-dimen- 

sional information of the object or object group to be expressed with respect to a plurality of color com- 
ponents, 

said image forming step is a step of separately forming a plurality of 2-dimensional images every 
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color component, 

said phase distribution calculating step is a step of calculating the phase distribution every color 
component, 

said hologram expressing step is a step of expressing the phase distribution every color compo- 

5 nent, 

said wave front converting step is a step of converting the phase distribution of each color com- 
ponent into the optical wave front, and 

a color image is stereoscopically displayed by the above steps. 

10 15. A method of forming a hologram, comprising: 

a 3-dimensional information forming step of forming 3-dimensional information of an object or ob- 
ject group to be displayed; 

an image forming step of forming a plurality of 2-dimensional images on a predetermined figure 
structure unit basis from the 3-dimensional information formed by said 3-dimensional information forming 
15 step; and 

an exposing step of holographically recording said plurality of 2-dimensional images expressed in 
said image forming step onto a recording medium. 
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16. A method according to claim 15, wherein said image forming step comprises: 
a figure dividing step of dividing the 3-dimensional information to be expressed into a plurality of 

figure structures; 

a figure data forming step of forming 3-dimensional figure data for every figure structure set in said 
figure dividing step; 

a plane setting step of setting a 2-dimensional plane to form 2-dimensional data for every figure 
structure divided in said figure dividing step; and 

a projecting step of forming projection image data, seen from segment hologram regions being mini- 
mum units of the hologram expression which were finely divided on the hologram forming surface, onto 
the 2-dimensional plane set in said plane setting step from the 3-dimensional figure data for every figure 
structure and for every segment hologram region. 

17. A method according to claim 16, wherein said projecting step includes a step of enlarging a depth image. 

18. A method according to claim 16, wherein said projecting step includes a step of reducing a depth image. 

19. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 1 8, wherein said projecting step includes a step of setting 
35 the hologram display position to an arbitrary position which was moved in the depth direction. 

20. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 1 9, wherein in said plane setting step, the plane is set so 
as to pass through at least the center of gravity. 

40 21. A method according to any one of claims 15 to 20, wherein said exposing step comprises: 

a step of arranging the recording medium and display means for displaying the 2-dimensional im- 
ages into a predetermined positional relation; and 

a multiple exposing step of displaying the projection image data corresponding to the segment ho- 
logram region on the recording medium by said display means, exposing the corresponding segment ho- 
45 logram region, and multiplexingly executing said exposure with respect to the projection image data in a 

plurality of depth directions corresponding to the same segment hologram region. 

22. A stereoscopic hologram display apparatus comprising: 

3-dimensional information forming means for forming 3-dimensional information of an object or ob- 
£0 ject group to be displayed; 

image forming means for forming a plurality of 2-dimensional images converted into 2-dimensional 
information on a predetermined figure structure unit basis from the 3-dimensional information formed by 
said 3-dimensional information forming means; 

phase distribution calculating means for calculating a phase distribution at a hologram forming sur- 
55 face from said plurality of 2-dimensional images formed in said image forming step; 

hologram expressing means for expressing the phase distribution obtained by said phase distrib- 
ution calculating means onto the hologram forming surface; and 

wave front converting means for irradiating a reference light to the phase distribution expressed 
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by said hologram expressing means and for converting the reference light into the optical wave front, 
thereby displaying a solid image. 

23. A stereoscopic display apparatus of a hologram, comprising: 
5 3-dimensional information forming means for forming 3-dimensional information of an object or ob- 

ject group to be displayed; 

image forming means for forming a plurality of 2-dimensional images converted into the 2-dimen- 
sional information on a predetermined figure structure unit basis from the 3-dimensional information 
formed by said 3-dimensional information forming means; 
<f0 exposing means for holographically recording said plurality of 2-dimensional images expressed by 

said image forming means onto a recording medium, and 

wave front converting means for irradiating a reference light to the recording medium obtained by 
said exposing means and converting the reference light into the optical wave front, thereby displaying a 
solid image. 

15 
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